THE PUNJAB QURAN BOARD.

Punjab Quran Board was established in 2004 under an administrative order and the same
was given legal cover under The Punjab Holy Quran (Printing and Recording), Act, 2011
(as amended in 2021 and 2022) followed by the Punjab Holy Quran (Printing and

Recording), Rules, 2011 as amended 2014.

Chairman:

Moulana Hafiz Fazal Raheem is the Chairman of Punjab Quran Board.

Members:

Punjab Quran Board consists of 27 Members:

Brailvi | Deobandi | Ahl-e-Tashee Ahle-e- Volunteer | Official | Total
Hadees
4 4 4 4 4 7 27
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. PROVINCIAL ASSEMBLY OF THE PUNJAB
- NOTIFICATION
2 May 2011

No.PAP-Legis-2(65)2011/391. The Punjab Holy Quran {Prinling and Recerding)
Bl 2011, having been passed by the Provincial ‘Agsembly of the Punjab on 30
March 2011, and assenled {o by the Gavemor of the Punjab on 30 April 2011, is
hereby published as an Act of the Provingial Assembly of the Punjab,

THE PUNJAB HOLY QURAN
- (PRINTING AND RECORDING) ACT 2011

AGT XIll OF 2011

{First published, after having roceived the assent of the Governor of tho Pupfab,
in tho Gazetle of iho Punjab (Extraordinary) datod 2 May 2011.]

An
Act

| lo enstre publicafion of the text of the Holy Quran freo
from errors of priniing and rocording and proper dispasal of
damaged or shaheed coples of the Holy Quran.

Preamble.~Whereas it is expedlent lo provide for publication of the {ext of the Holy
Quran free from errars of prinling and recording, for proper disposal of damagad or
shaheed copies of the Holy Quran, and for anclllary matters;

ltis enacted as follows:-

1. Short title, extont and commencemont~ (1) This Acl may be dlled ag the
Punjab Holy Quran (Printing and Recording) Act, 2011,

{2) It exlends to the whole of the Punjab,

(3) U shatl come inle foree at once,

2. Definitions.~ In this Act— _ ' .
{a} "Ayah" means a senlence, clause or versa of the Holy Quran al the ond
of which the small round circle 15 given in thy standard capy; -
() "damaged or shoheod copy of the Holy Quran” Inclides g sub-standard
- copy of the Holy Quran, damadged or womn UL pages of this Holy Quean
At other pages conlaining Quranle varsoyy e R
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{c) “disposal’ means colicelion and storage of a damaged or shaneed copy -

- of the Holy Quran and includes ils burial under the ground or its c’r’spc;ra*f
in the ses or river or recyeling it in sush manner as conforms o it
holiness 2nd sanclily;

(d) "Holy Quran” means the Holy Quran in the Arabic text, published 1 a
compiete form, or in the form of parls (Paaras) or chapiers (Surzhs), but
dees not include extracls published in a texl-book, a prayer-bock or a
religious lreatise: - :

{e) "prescribed” means prescribed by the rules made under the Aci:

(f) “publisher” means a person or an association of persons registered uncer
section 3 as publisher of the Holy Quran;

(9) -"Quran Board" means the Quran Board constituled under seclion 4;

th) “record of the Holy Quran" means the Holy Quran reciled in hunten voice
2nd recorded by any modern means of recording, conforming to the toxt
contained In the standard copy; .

(i) “recording company" means a porson or an associalion of persons
regislered under seclion 3 as a recording company; and .

(i} "standard copy' means a copy of the Holy Quran authenlicated by the
Quran Board as correcled and free from errors of prinling.

3. Registration of publishers and recording companies.— The Government may,
in the preseribed manner and ‘on payment of prescribed fee and fulfilment of the
prescribed terms and condilions, register a publisher or a recording cornpany for
purpases of publishing or recording the Holy Quran,.

4. Quran Board~ (1) The Government shall constilute a Quran Board
comprising prominent Ulama, Huffaz and Qaris of all schools of thought amongst
Muslims.

(2) The Government shall cause a copy of lhe Holy Quran to be prepared,
and shall forward it to the Quran Board for authenlication as a slandard copy.

(3) The Government shall keep ihe standard copy in lhe Governmenl
archives for safe custody.

(4)The Quran Board shall recommend sleps fox: eror-free printing and
publication or recording of the Holy Quran and shall, subjecl to the direction of the
Gavernment, supervise the work of error-iree printing and pubhcaﬂpn or recording
oftthe Holy Quran. ) )

(5) The Quran Board shall perform such olhier functions as may be prescribed,

5. Publishing of the Holy Quran.- (1) A publisher may print the Holy Quran in
off-set, pholostat, photo-block or any other modern system of printing but he shail
int it in litho process.
not(%r)"llign]airri]r:g;]g fhe Holy Quran, a publisher shall nol use paper prohibited by
the Governiment. . -
L (3) The publisher shall get his-specimen copy and every recording company
o shall get its specimen record of the Holy Quran uomparec_l }fnlh }he_,tc‘,}t of the
' standard copy by a person holding a qiplomg: from a religious inslitution or a
ceriificate of Moulvi Fazil or a qualified Qari who is 'also a Hafiz or a person trained in
{he job of proof reading in Arabic and have a cerlificate recorded by such a persen
atthe end to the elfect thal the text and references do nol contain any error,
{4) The publisher shall ensure- o
(a) that the serial number of every chapler (Swrah) is prinled on overy

o : page and the serial number of overy Ayah i% inserted within the smak
L round circle of every Ayak;
':;C_:-'. :  (b) that the cover page of avery edition of e Holy Quran clearly boans the

narme of (he publisher, the namie of printing peess, and the vaue of
A publicalion; ‘
ﬁ?‘g& , <.-.(c) thal.every page of the Hely Quran baars e indatton gven In e
) v.Behedule; and o
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srovidions ot' (‘}’[;J}f:\fﬁl‘(‘ii)lt;i\ld l(ml Ilm pandlizad fur non camplifnss vl 1h

ihﬂ(tigr:?rfnant:a or'hlﬁtdt;w. ¢ of sul-goglon {4) unluse ho s founl nagligant 1

3 Mo leanyls 3 . - RTNTY - oyt

Al tont wlatlon of (ho Moly Qursn shall [ publishod or pscarelad withoul s
{7 No record of tho Mely Qurin v s 1060

ba prepara, ty Curin whieh Injuros lin m-mmilv, I aeey form, shall

8, Liter) distortlon of the loxl of ayalie- Whatt, Iy 11 epy ar raeordt of e Haly
Quran of In any axtract thareol publishad in b rlebouk, o proyor ook, o mliglous
trentisu or othenwise, any Ayah has boan litorally distoriad, althar by r;hnn;;d ol
viord, or of soquence, or af Ea'raly, au {0 allar M mpaning, the printar or putlisthesr
theraof, or, 82 fhe cato may bo, the rucarding pomyprny, whuthar or 09! el
undar this Act sholi, unless ho or It provas thit guch dislortion oaeurret ity oving 10

a prinling or mechanical ervor, ba bt to tho punishmant provided forin gurdion ), !

7. Transtatlon or interprotation of the Holy Quran conlrary 10 hatlaf of
Musilms .~ Where, In a copy or secord of tha Moly Quean, or In any ealract horcol
published In a lext book. a prayar hook, & refiglous treatie or any olhar book, an
Ayah is translated, Interprelod or commented upon by o non-bduslion conteary 1o
the: beliel of Muslims, tha author, tho printor or publisher, or e person g
prepared tho racosd, whethor or not reglstered under this Act, chall, unlegt: he ,
proves that such translation, interpretallon or commantary aceurred onty pwing o & i
printing or mechanlcal error, be fiable Lo punishment providod forin unclion . '

8. Disposal of damaged ar shiheed coplos— A publishar or & rscording
compeny shall make suilable arrangnmenls fn the pregeribod manner for
disposal of & damaged or shaheed copy of the Holy Quran and shali comply vith
the directions of the Govemment issued for propes disposal of D darnaged or

shaheed copy of the Holy Quran.

a. Penalty.— (1) A printet, publisher or 8 proprietar of a recording company who
*.gontravenes any provision of this Act or the rlas made thereunder, or a person in
whose voice a racord s prepared, or @ persan who has cartified under sub-section
(3) of seclion 5, a specimen copy of racord of the Holy Quran which s notl in

{, shall be liable to imprisanment for o ierm

conformity with the provisions of this Ac
which may extend to three years, OF with fine of not Inss than twenly thousand

ripees, of With Eolh.
(2) The Govemment may cancel the registration unde

publisher who or & reconding company \_\'hich is conviclod of

_suti-secﬁon 1)

; section 3 of o
an ofience under

40, Offences by corporations.— If the person guilly of an offence under sub-
sagtion (1) of seclion q is a company or other body corporate, every proprigior,
director, managern, socretary ot other afficar of the company orf bady corparale
=hall, unless he proves {hal the offence was committed without his knowledge or

R e R
R U

#' <ihat he oxercised all due diligence to prevent the commission of the offence, be
a0 Jeemed to be Guilly of such offence. :
;i_-;" " 44. Power to make rles.~ (1) The Goverament may. by nofification in the

cificla] Gazette, maks rules for carrying oul the purposes of this At
(2) In particular and vithaut prejudice to the geaaralily of the foragoing power
: syt ruiss may provido {or= ' L
S L {a)the constiution and functions ¢f e Quran Board: -
3+ i) the inspection of the coples and rocards af the Hoty Quean pinted B
. prepared bufore the commencoment afthis At . . - R
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() the prohibition of the sale of copie$ and records of the Holy!Quran
confaining enors; |

{d) the checking of all such copies and records of the Holy Quran as have

- nat baen certified undar this Act as free from errors, at the expense of
the publisher or recarding company: |

{e) the soizure of such copies or records of the Holy Quran in which there
are vrrors which -cannat, in the opinion of the prescribed authority,

4 easily be correcled in print or record: and

i () the disposal of a damaged or shaheed copy of the Holy Quran.

i

E 12. Repeal~ (1) The Publicalion of Holy Quran (Elimination of Printing and
Recording Errors) Act 1973 (LIV of 1973), In its application to the Province of the
Punjab, is hereby repealed.

(2) Nolwilhslanding the repeal of the Publication of Holy Quran (Elimination of
Printing and Recording Errors) Act 1973 (LIV of 1973), anything done or action
taken under the repealed Act, shall have effect as if the thing was done or the
action was taken under this Act, 3

. . ' ~ Schedule
" [see section 5 (4) ()]
. Upper Side of the Page:
Serial Number of Surah with Page Serial Number of Paara with
caption as, Number, opening wonrds as,
PN “-: (Y o )
& o a_)'i'di n‘ “ “‘ W Q"’j}"\ ‘?:'3‘-5':: -

oo . Lower Side of the Page: ,

o7 Serial Numberof Surahwith ~ Manzil  Serial Number of Surah with
Serial Number of concluding * opening Ayah on the page as,
% Ayahon the page as, :

n ™

i‘-\w'ki_-ﬁ ‘}DbJ_;‘b‘ R
At "

]

MAQSOOD AHMAD MALIK
Secretary
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‘ . Junp 30, 2021
No, PAPILcgis-3(69)12021/2684,  The Punjab Holy Quran (Printing and Recording)
§ (Amendment} Bill 2021, having been passed by the Provincial Assembly of the Punjab on
Juna 28, 2021, and assented 1o by the Govemnor of the Punjab on June 30, 2021, is harsby
i{ published as an Act of the Provincial Assembly of the Punjab.
THE PUNJAB HOLY QURAN (PRINTING AND RECORDING)
(AMENDMENT) ACT 2021
ACT XX OF 2021
[First published, afler having received the assent of the Govermnor of the Funjab, in lhe
' Gazelle of the Punjab (Extraordinary} dafed June 30, 2021.]
. An
. . Act _
lo amend the Punjab Holy Quran (Printing and Recording) Acl, 2071.
Whereas It is expedient lo amend the Punjab Holy Quran (Printing and Recording) Act,
2011 (X!H-of 2011), in the manner herelnafter appearing; ‘ ‘
e il enacted by Provinclal Assembly of the Punjab as follows:
1. Short tile and commencement~ (1) This Act may be cited as the Punjab Hely
Quran {Printing and Recording) {(Amendmenl) Act, 2021,
(2) N shall come into force at once. '
2. Substitutlon of section 7 of ‘Act XIil of 2011.~ In the Punjeb Haly Quran
s {Printing and Recording)} Act, 201X}l of 2011), for brevily cited as ‘the Act’, fnr section
& - 7, the following shall ba substituted:
i “7-. Translation or interpretation of the Holy Quran contrary {o belief of
L Muslims.~ Where, in a copy or tecord of the-Holy Quran, or :?: ;_gw Jﬁ;ﬁ;
% thereof publistied In a fext book, a prayer book, a retigious treatise or zny ather
L : + book, an Ayah Is iranslaled, interpreled or commented upon, dissemin&le".
: uploaded, shared, prpduced. reproduced, converied into porisble dacume;‘:
T .- through any informalion system or electronic device into cyberspace by any

person contrary 1o the belief of Muslims, the author, the prnter or pubiisher. or

*  Mrice Ry, 10,00 Per Page . (10051)
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the person who prepared the record, downloader, creator, possessor,
madifier, disseminator whatsoever, whether or not registered under this Act,
shall, unless he proves that such translation, interpretation, commentary,

" dissemination, uploading, sharing, production, reproduction or conversion
occurred only owing to a printing or mechanical error, be liable to punishment
provided for in section 9.

3. Amendments in section 9 of Act Xl of 2011.~ In the Act, in section 8:

(i) in sub-seclion (1), for the expression, "shall be liable to imprisonment for &
term which may extend to three years or with fine of not less than twenty
ihousand rupees, or witl buth”, the expression, “shall be punished with
imprisonment which may extend to seven years but which shall not be ,

. less than three years or with fine which shall not be less than one hundred
thausand rupees, or with bolh” shall be substityted;

(iiy  after sub-section {1). the following new sub-section (1A} shall be inserted:
“(1A) Whoever contravenes the provisions of section 7 with the intent fo

use the same in derogatory manner or for any unlawful purpose,
_ shall be punished wilh imprisonment for life.”; and

(i) “in sub-section (2), after the expression “sub-section (1) the expression "or

sub-section (1A)" shall be added.

4. . Addifion of new sections in Act Xlll of 2011.— In the Act, after sectian 10, the

- following new sections 10A and 10B shall be added: . )
*“10A. Cognizance of offances.— All offerncés punishable under this Act
- shall be cognizable and non-bailable. o . :
10B. Trial of offences.—~ The provisions of the Code of Criminal
‘Procediire 1898 (V of 1898) and the Qanun-e-Shahadat Order, 1984 (FO
- No, 70 of 1984) shall mulatis mulandis apply for the purpose of trial of the
" offences under this Act."”. )

Muhammad Khan Bhatti
Secretary

i
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PROVINCIAL ASSEMBLY OF THE PUNJAB
| NOTIFICATION
S December 30, 2022

No.PAP/Legis-2(163)/2022/82. The Punjab Holy Quran (Printing and Recording)
{Amendment) Bill 2022, having been passed by the Provincial Assembly of the Punjab on
the 23" day of December 2022, and assented to by the Governor of the Punjab on the 28*

- day of December 2022, is hereby published as an Act of the Provincial Assembly of the
« ‘Punjab. g

THE PUNJAB HOLY QURAN (PRINTING AND RECORDING)
(AMENDMENT) ACT 2022

ACT XLV OF 2022

‘: i [First published, after having received the assent of the Governor of the Punjab, in the
- Gazefle of the Punjal (Extraordinary) dated December 30, 2022.]

An
o Act o
1" firther to amend the Punjab Holy Quran (Printing and Recording) Act, 2011.

‘Whereas, it is expedient further to amend the Punjab Holy Quran (Printing and
Recording) Act, 2011 (XIIf of 201 1), in the, manner hereinafter appearing;

Be it enacted by Provincial Assembly of the Punjab as follows;

“1.7 - Short title and commencement.~ (1) This Act may be called the Punjab Holy
;- Quran (Printing and Recording) (Amendment) Act, 2022.
’ (2) It shall come into force at once.

2. Substitution of section 3 of Act XIll of 2011.- In the Punjab Holy Quran
. {Printing and Recording) Act, 2011 (XIlif of 2011), for brevity cited as 'the Act', for
. .section 3, the following shall be substituted:
£7. . 3. Registration of publishers and recording companies.- The Punjah
Quran Board may in the prescribed manner and on payment of prescribed fee
and fulfillment of the prescribed terms and conditions, register a publisher or
recording company for purposes of publishing or recording of the Holy Quran®.

(3863)
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*word "Where", the expression “(1)", shall be inserted and the following new subsection

11, following shall be substituted:

7. Amendment of section 9 6‘? Act Xlil of 2011.~ In the Act, in ser_ctiori._g,':‘.fd
. subsection (2), the following shall be substituted: ‘ o ISR
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3. Amendment of section 4 of Act XHI of 2011.- In the Act, in section 42
(a) - for sub-section (1), the following shall be substituted:
“(1) The Chief Minister shall constitute @ Punjab Quran Board comprising
prominent Ulama, Huffaz and Qaris of all schools of thought amongst

Muslims." .
(b)  for sub-section (3), the following shall be substituted: . ‘ o
“(3) The Punjab Quran - Board™ shall keep the standard copy in the
: Government archives for safe custody.” ' : B
(c) for sub-section (4), the following shall be substituted: ) e
“(4) The Punjab Quran, Board shall recommend steps for error-iree
printing and publication or recording of the Holy Quran and shall supervise. .
the work of error-free printing and publication or recording of the Holy -~

Quran.”

4. Amendment of section 5 of Act Xl of 5011.- In the Act, in section 5, for =~

subsection (2), the following shall be substituted: ,
“(2) In printing the Holy Quran, a publisher shall not use paper prohibited by -

the Punjab Quran Board.” a

5. Amendment in section 7 of Act Xill of 2011.- In the Act, in section 7. before the

(2) shall be added: - ' : Cee e
: “2) Whoever willfully degrades, derogates and disrespect the Holy Quran or.
any part thereof while putiing or writing it on any part-of the human body-in :
sacrilegious manner in any form of printing and recording (audio ‘& video)
including any electronic form through modern electronic devices or techniques on .
‘internet and social media for any unlawiui purpose shall be liable to be: punished
under section 9 of this Act or any other law for the time being inforce.” . - .

6. Substitution of section 8 of Act Xl of 2011.~ In the Act, for section 8; ’ihé

g, Disposal of damaged or shaheed copies.- A publisher or a. reébrdiﬁg_ :
- company shall make suitable arrangements in the prescribed manner: for
disposal of a damaged or shaheed copy of the Holy Quran and shall cormiply with
the directions of the Punjab Quran Board issued for proper disposal. of ‘a
damaged or shaheed copy of the Holy Quran.” . e

‘. 3

“2). The Punjab Quran Board may cancel the registration of a pubhsherror a
recording company which is convicted of an offence under sub-section (1)." 7y -

8. Addition of new sections in Act Xill of 2011.- In the Act, after section 10A, the
following sections 10AA and 10AAA shall be added; : A
“10AA. Designation of Law Enforcement Authority and Constitution of
Special Cell.- (1) The Government shall, by notification in the, official Gazetle, :
designate any law enforcement agency or department for -carrying out: the::
‘purposes of this Act. . o T S
‘ (2) The Chief Minister,shall, in consultation with the Punjab Qurar |
Board, establish a Special Cell to be headed by the Director General appointed . -
by the Chief Minister from amongst the officers in BS-20 preferably an officer
having knowledge of information technology. - IR

(3) The Special Cell shall consist of such members and officers as the
Chief Minister may determine. - ' S
(4)  The Special Cell shall have the powers and function to: S _

.- Q) conduct research and ensure that the provisions of this: Act
are complied with; ' L
b) analyze and enquire complaints forwarded by the Punjab
Quran Board regarding commissior of an offence under this .

Act; - s o s

c) seek record and assjstance from any agency or person;

- 4.
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take up such other matters as may be specified throligh:
rules made in exercise of the powers conferred u

section 11 of this Act; and

submit findings and recommendations to the Punjab Q

Board for further decision.

Proceeding against Offenders.- (1) If the Punjab Quran Board,, |-
. does not agree with the findings / recommendations of the Special Cell, it mays:
“reject all or any part of the report so submitted and may advise the Special Cél

» to’examine the matter again. T
The Punjab Quran Board may recommend le
Enforcement Agency under this Act.”.

Inayat Ullah Lak
Secretary
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